CHAPTER VIII

POLITICS AND STUDY,  1766-76

ADAH SMITH, as we have seen, had begun to write his
immortal book at Toulouse in the summer of 1764 "in
order to pass away the time/' But even after his
return to London, in November 1766, more than nine
years were still to pass before the Wealth of Nations
could be placed in the publisher's hands. All this
time the book was his chief occupation, and but for
the light which an occasional letter throws upon his
studies, the story of Smith's life during these nine
years might almost be written in as many lines. For
about six months he remained in London, where he
mingled with men, collected books and material for
his treatise, and saw the third edition of his Theory of
Hard Sentiments through the press.

In an undated letter to Strahan, who was now a
partner in Millar's publishing firm, about the title-page
to this volume, the author desired to be called '' simply
Adam Smith, without any addition either before or
behind/3 He had received the honorary degree of
LL.D. before leaving Glasgow, but he did not like to
be called Dr* Smith, and seldom used the title. But
politics, which had just taken a strange turn, soon com-
manded his attention; and a curious letter from Smith
to Shelburne (February 12,1767) raises for a moment
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